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PANTHER PRIDE
I
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The tranquil days of fall and winter provide the opportunity for reflection and gratitude unique to the
holiday season. Countless happy memories have been shared over the years. While we look towards the future at U-Prep, it is
gratifying to take time to recall our past with pride!
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Dec. 3 Picture Retake Day
Dec. 7 Early Release Day/1:35 PM
Dec. 8 JH Student of the Quarter
Dec. 9 HS Student of the Quarter Thank you to everyone that contributed to our
Dec. 11 Ugly Sweater Day annual school food drive. Even though our drive
Dec. 15-17 Final Exams Was-(.:ut short due to dlstan§§ learning, many
families still dropped off their items and helped
Dec. 17 1st Semester Ends .
out. We appreciate your support and had over
Dec. 18-Jan.5  Winter Break 600 items donated to the Good News Rescue
Jan. 6 Classes Resume Mission. Thank you Panther Families.
Jan. 11 Early Release Day/1:35 PM JH ASB finished up ASAP trivia at the beginning of
Jan. 14 Academic Awards November and will be presenting a brand new
Jan. 19-22 Winter Spirit Week follow after Thanksgiving Break in ASAP classes.
Jan. 20 Virtual Enrollment Information Mark your calendar! Friday, December 11 is our
Night school-wide Ugly Sweater Day; sport your best/
worst/ugliest/cutest/most stylish Christmas
sweater!

\—/

Mission & Vision

University Preparatory School is an educational community invested in

developing confident, capable, and compassionate citizens; its mission to
immerse all students "in rigorous academics and meaningful extra-curricular
activities" is supported by a collaborative and close-knit community of staff,
students and parents and is based upon educational research and
professional experience. The faculty and staff work together to provide
students with many opportunities to excel academically and develop their
potential as educated leaders and citizens in the 21st century through a rich
and varied extra-curricular program. This vision is supported by offering a
seven- period day to students from grades 6 through 12 so that they may
pursue academic interests, such as studying multiple world languages or
continue their development in the arts, including dance, drama, art, and
music. The objective of this mission is to enable all students to become self-

motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.
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It is our pleasure to introduce U-Prep’s refreshed Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs). As part of our continuous im-
provement process we periodically reflect upon our School Mission, Vision, and SLOs with stakeholders. Data ob-
tained through surveys (student, staff, parent), through student achievement outcomes (state assessment, Advanced
Placement exams, PSAT and SAT exams, academic grades), among other sources of data contributed to the reflec-
tion process and helped shape the revised Student Learning Outcomes. During Senior Exit Presentations, seniors con-
duct a culminating presentation that is anchored in the SLOs. This is one example of the many ways that our SLOs

show up within our programs and operations.

Our school improvement systems overlay very well with the school accreditation self-study process (“WASC"), which
was formally initiated at the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year. Five (5) Stakeholder focus groups worked dili-
gently throughout the school year to reflect upon school progress, review data and evidence, and contribute to up-
dated school goals. A huge THANK YOU goes out to the parents and junior high and high students that joined our
entire staff and school board trustees in doing this school improvement work together. Much time was devoted to
ensure a thorough and thoughtful experience. This year, we will host a virtual visit from a WASC Visiting Team com-
posed of educators. This visit is scheduled to occur in February and we are looking forward to it! To access an over-

view of the WASC process, click here
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http://www.uprep.net/pdf/document%20download/WASC%20Orientation.pdf
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Bl NEWD

U-Prep is filled with pride at the announcement of senior student, Sophie McKinnon’s acceptance to
Yale University! Sophie plans to major in The History of Science, Medicine, and Public Health. She has been admitted
to Yale with a full four-year scholarship through QuestBridge. The U-Prep staff has enjoyed watching
Sophie’s U-Prep journey since 6th grade and looks forward to keeping up with her exciting experiences at Yale.
Go Sophie! Go Panthers!
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https://www.questbridge.org/

Panther Pride December 2020

Sth Grade Perspective

U-Prep 8th grade students recently finished their first unit in US History. 8th grade students enjoyed learning about Co-

lonial America. The unit provided a deep dive into the first Americans, early European colonists, and life within the col-
onies. Students began the unit by examining early American artifacts and ways of life, followed by a virtual field trip
through the Cahokia Mounds Museum, finishing the unit with a colonial sales booth activity. Students created unique

sales jingles and competed in convincing their classmates why their colony would be a better place to settle!

AINAL SCHEDULE ~ DIECEMBER 2020
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College & Career Corner + Counseling News
Mrs. Mason, Mr. Williams, & Mr. Maikranz

PSAT Score Reports available December 7, 2020

How to Get Your Scores: When your PSAT/NMSQT scores are ready online, you'll get an email with in-

structions on creating your College Board account, going to your online score report, and using your ac-
cess code fo view your scores.

If you need a paper score report, ask an educator at your school.
From your account, you can also print your online score report by clicking the Download Your Score

Report button.
hitps://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsat-psat-10/scores/getting-scores

For details on the score report please see the sample score report on the next page.

Senior Information!

Please plan ahead and order your graduation announcements, cap, gown, tassel and more with
Ultimate Graduation Company. Link to order: ultimategrad.com

In case you missed it! Select the following link to access the Financial Aid Night Presentation conducted
by Brad Williams at College Options.

CASH FOR COLLEGE WEBINAK

The California Student Aid Commission is excited to announce their first
Statewide Cash for College Webinars! The webinars will provide information to
help students and families complete the FAFSA/CADAA. The webinars are FREE
and open to all students and families applying for financial aid. They will have
volunteers answering questions throughout the session via chat box (general
questions only) and one-on-one assistance on the Cash for College Hotline af-
ter the webinar.

Register for the webinar here
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https://account.collegeboard.org/login/login?destinationpage=https://cbaccount.collegeboard.org/iamweb/secure/verifyTST?type=update
https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores/getting-scores
http://ultimategrad.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Itj_ODJPeiM2JXYaE4e7Ujmt_HBgJnbm/view?usp=sharing//data-staff/staff/etrayford/Add-in%20Express
https://events.com/r/en_US/registration/csac-statewide-cash-for-college-webinar-student-registration-796699
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College & Career Corner + Counseling News

Mrs. Mason, Mr. Williams, & Mr. Maikranz
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University Preparatory School
2021-22 School Calendar 15
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HOLIDAYS/RECESSES

Washington Day observed

LaborDay .............
Veteran's Day Holiday. . . ..
(by law must be Nov 11 if a weekday)
Thanksgiving Break . . . . ..
Winter Break .. ... .....
Martin Luther King Day . ..
Lincoln Day observed . . . ..

....... Nov 11

....... Feb 21
....... Feb 22
Mid-Winter Break . . ... ...
Spring Break . ...........
MemorialDay . .. ... .....

Sep 6

Nov 22-26
Dec 23-Jan 7
Jan 17

Feb 21-25
Apr11-18
May 30

FINAL EXAMS

CERTIFICATED DATES

School Starts: August 11
School Ends: May 26

O

Staff Work Days

Snow Day Makeup:

Staff Development Days A

May 31

Aug 10
May 27
Jun 1

Aug 9
Jan7
Apr 18

Board Adopted 10-7-20
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